
Note: This list is a starting point and not exhaustive of every local Black leader in the South Sound

● Justice G. Helen Whitener, First Black Woman on Washington Supreme Court, appointed in 2020
● Jamila Thomas, Chief of Staff to Governor Jay Inslee, was appointed in 2020
● John Batiste, Chief of the Washington State Patrol, appointed in 2005
● Xavier T. Brunson, I-Corps Commanding General, appointed in 2021
● T’wina Nobles, First Black Washington State Senator in 10 years – 28th LD, elected in 2020
● Melanie Morgan, Washington State Representative – 29th LD, elected in 2019
● April Sims, First Black Woman President for Washington State Labor Council (WSLC), elected in

2022
● Cherika Carter, Secretary-Treasurer for WSLC, elected in 2022
● Judge TaTeasha Davis, Pierce County Superior Court Judge, appointed in 2022
● Judge Sabrina Ahrens, Pierce County Superior Court Judge, appointed in 2019
● Judge Joseph Evans, Pierce County Superior Court Judge, appointed in 2021
● Judge Clarence Henderson, Pierce County Superior Court Judge, appointed in 2020
● Judge Dwayne Christopher, Pierce County District Court, appointed in 2022
● Judge Karl Williams, Pierce County District Court, appointed in 2018
● Victoria Woodards, Mayor of Tacoma, elected in 2018
● Keith Blocker, Tacoma City Council (Position 3), elected in 2015
● Kiara Daniels, Tacoma City Council (At-Large, Position 6), elected in 2021
● Avery Moore, Second Black Tacoma Police Chief, appointed in 2021
● Toryono Green, Tacoma Fire Chief, appointed in 2019
● Aaron Pointer, Metro Parks Comissioner, since 2000
● Carla Santorno, Former Tacoma School District Superintendent, elected in 2012
● Korey Strozier, Tacoma Public Schools Board of Directors (Vice President, Position 3), appointed

in 2020
● Chelsea McElroy, Tacoma Public Schools Board of Directors (Position 4), elected in 2021
● Bernadette Ray, Principal of Silas High School, began in 2018
● Ron Banner, Clover Park School District Superintendent, since 2019
● Nikki Bufford, Fircrest City Council (Position 6), elected in 2021
● Kent Keel, University Place City Council (Position 2), elected in 2021
● Mary Moss, Lakewood Deputy Mayor, elected in 2010
● Patrick Smith, Lakewood Police Chief, appointed in 2023
● Dee-Dee Gethers, Fife City Council (Deputy Mayor, Position 2), appointed in 2011
● Maame Bassaw, DuPont City Council (Position 1), elected in 2021
● Judge Sharonda Amamilo, First Black Judge for Thurston County Superior Court, appointed in

2020
● Derek Sanders, First Black Thurston County Sheriff, elected in 2023
● Malcolm Miller, Lacey Deputy Mayor, elected in 2020
● Dontae Payne, First Black Man on Olympia City Council (Position 6), elected in 2021
● Angela Jefferson, Tumwater City Council (Position 2), elected in 2021
● Peter Agabi, Tumwater City Council (Position 6), elected in 2022
● Dr. Sheila Edwards Lange, Chancellor of the University of Washington – Tacoma, appointed in

2021
● Dr. Isiaah Crawford, First Black President of the University of Puget Sound, appointed in 2016
● Dr. Ivan Harrell, President of Tacoma Community College, appointed in 2018
● Tara Lisa Perry, CEO National Court Appointed Special Advocate, elected in 2013
● Dona Ponepinto, President and CEO of United Way of Pierce County, joined in 2014

https://www.courts.wa.gov/appellate_trial_courts/supreme/bios/?fa=scbios.display_file&fileID=Whitener
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-announces-jamila-thomas-new-chief-staff
https://www.wsp.wa.gov/about-us/executive-staff/
https://home.army.mil/lewis-mcchord/index.php/about/leadership/commanding-general
https://senatedemocrats.wa.gov/nobles/biography/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/people-african-american-history/melanie-morgan-1967/
https://www.wslc.org/officers-2/ouncil-president-brings-lived-experiences-to-labor-movement/
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https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-announces-two-appointments-pierce-county-superior-court
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https://www.piercecountywa.gov/7624/Judge-Dwayne-L-Christopher
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/6153/Judge-Karl-Williams
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/people-african-american-history/victoria-renee-woodards-1965/
https://www.committochangewa.org/keith_blocker
https://www.cityoftacoma.org/government/city_council/council_member_kiara_daniels
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article256634036.html
https://www.cityoftacoma.org/in_the_news_archive/city_manager_appoints_toryono_green_tacoma_fire_ch
https://www.metroparkstacoma.org/pointer-history/
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article249962994.html
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/education/article246674372.html
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https://trff.org/fellow/chelsea-mcelroy/#:~:text=Chelsea%20owns%20and%20operates%20Vision,in%20the%20Pierce%20County%20area.
https://www.pugetsound.edu/stories/little-city
https://www.cloverpark.k12.wa.us/departments/administration/meet_the_superintendent
https://www.cityoffircrest.net/government/city-council/bufford/
https://www.cityofup.com/281/Council-Member-Kent-Keel
https://www.king5.com/article/sponsor-story/mary-moss-harborstone-heroes/281-f1d99b4a-f4fa-4550-9d54-afbfecc1c855
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article272100202.html
https://www.cityoffife.org/189/Dee-Dee-Gethers
https://www.dupontwa.gov/Directory.aspx?EID=92
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/sc/Pages/the-court.aspx
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/sc/Pages/the-court.aspx
https://www.chronline.com/stories/thurston-county-sheriff-derek-sanders-discusses-his-goals,307438
https://www.theolympian.com/news/local/article257113027.html
https://www.olympiawa.gov/government/city_council___mayor/dontae_payne.php
https://www.ci.tumwater.wa.us/departments/about-city-council/mayor-city-council/angela-jefferson
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https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/chancellor/biography
https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/chancellor/biography
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/crawford-isiaah-1960/
https://www.tacomacc.edu/directory/iharrell#:~:text=Tallahassee%20Community%20College.-,Dr.,doctor%20of%20philosophy%20degree%20(Ph.
https://nationalcasagal.org/about-us/national-board-of-trustees/tara-lisa-perry/
https://www.uwpc.org/executive-bio

